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which for a time it had been absorbed, but again emerging
from this blaze, and reassigning a distinct Greek agency
and influence, offers a subject great by its own inherent
attractions, and separately interesting by the unaccountable
neglect which it has suffered. To have overlooked this sub-
ject, is one amongst the capital oversights of Gibbon. To
have rescued it from utter oblivion, and to have traced an
outline for its better illumination, is the peculiar merit of
Mr. Finlay. His greatest fault is to have been careless or
slovenly in the niceties of classical and philological precision.
His greatest praise, and a very great one indeed, is to have
thrown the light of an original philosophic sagacity upon a
neglected province of History, indispensable to the arrondisse-
ment of Paganism in its latest stages and of anti-Paganism in
its earliest.